
Notes for Election Lecture Night 
 

Ohio State Issues: 

LRCA  Issue 
1  Redistricting  

Creates a bipartisan redistricting 
commission to draw state legislative 

districts  

LRCA  Issue 
2  

Direct 
Democracy  

Prohibits initiatives that would create 
market monopolies  

CICA  Issue 
3  Marijuana  Legalizes recreational marijuana 

    

 

Link to Issue 1 details:  

http://ballotpedia.org/Ohio_Bipartisan_Redistricting_Commission_Amendment,_Issue_1_(2015) 

Issue 1 would create a seven-member commission called the Ohio Redistricting Commission. The 

members would be the Governor, State Auditor, Secretary of State, one person appointed by the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives, one person appointed by the legislative leader of the 

largest political party in the house of which the speaker is not a member, one person appointed by 

the President of the Ohio Senate and one person appointed by the legislative leader of the largest 

political party in the senate of which the president is not a member.[1]  

While the current system requires one out of five members of the commission are from the minority 

party, the proposed system would require two out of seven members are from the minority party. In 

other words, the new amendment would secure 29 percent of the commission seats for minority 

party members, whereas the current system secures 20 percent of the commission seats for minority 

party members.  

To approve a redistricting plan for 10 years, a bipartisan vote of four members, two from each major 

political party, would be required. If the commission fails to pass a plan by a bipartisan vote, 

members would pass a plan by a simple majority vote of any four members. However, this plan 

would only last four years.  



All legislative districts would be required to be composed of "contiguous territory, and the boundary 

of each district to be a single nonintersecting continuous line." They would also be required to be 

"compact." The amendment would forbid district plans from favoring or disfavoring a political party.  

The amendment would go into effect in 2021, which is when the next redistricting will occur. 

 

Link to Issue 2 Details: 

http://ballotpedia.org/Ohio_Initiated_Monopolies_Amendment,_Issue_2_(2015) 

The Initiated Monopolies Amendment would require the Ohio Ballot Board to determine whether an 

initiative would create an economic monopoly or special privilege for any nonpublic entity, including 

individuals, corporations and organizations. If the Ohio Ballot Board determines an initiative would 

create an economic monopoly or special privilege, then the board shall provide two separate ballot 

questions.  

The first question would ask, "Shall the petitioner, in violation of division (B)(1) of Section 1e of 

Article II of the Ohio Constitution, be authorized to initiate a constitutional amendment that grants or 

creates a monopoly, oligopoly, or cartel, specifies or determines a tax rate, or confers a commercial 

interest, commercial right, or commercial license that is not available to other similarly situated 

persons?" The second question would be the ballot initiative. If both questions are approved, then 

the amendment would take effect. If only one question is approved, the amendment would be 

defeated.  

If voters approve the amendment, it would invalidate any initiatives voters approved on the 

November 3 ballot that establish economic monopolies, which would be Ohio's Issue 3, Marijuana 

Legalization Initiative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Link to Issue 3:   

http://ballotpedia.org/Ohio_Marijuana_Legalization_Initiative,_Issue_3_(2015) 

The proposed measure specifies the legal use, cultivation and sale of marijuana in Ohio.  

Who could use marijuana? 

 *Anyone 21 years or older with a license purchased from the Ohio 

Marijuana Control Commission, similar to a fishing license, could use, 

possess, grow, cultivate and share up to eight ounces of homegrown 

marijuana and four flowering marijuana plants.  

 *Anyone 21 years or older (with or without a license) could purchase, 

possess, transport, use and share up to one ounce of marijuana.  

 *Anyone with a certified debilitating medical condition could use 

medicinal marijuana. 

What are MGCE facilities? 

The amendment would create 10 Marijuana Growth, Cultivation and Extraction (MGCE) facilities. 

These 10 facilities would have exclusive rights to commercial production; it was this aspect of the 

amendment that led the Ohio General Assembly to add the competing Issue 2 to the ballot.  

The MGCE facilities would be run independently to prevent collusion, as required by the Sherman 

Antitrust Act. There would be no vertical integration of marijuana businesses, meaning that those 

who cultivated the plants could not also sell directly to the public.[3]  

Property owners agreed to let the 300 people that each facility expects to employ unionize and 

collectively bargain.[4]  

Each MGCE facility has at least one investor, some of whom are local celebrities:[3]  

• Former 98 Degrees singer Nick Lachey 
• Former Cincinnati Bengals defensive end Frostee Rucker 
• Dayton pain specialist Suresh Gupta 
• WEBN radio host Frank Wood 
• Barbara Gould, a philanthropist based in Indian Hill 
• University of Cincinnati basketball star Oscar Robertson 
• Paul Heldman, former general counsel of The Kroger Co. 
• Woody Taft, a descendant of President William Howard Taft 

Ian James, the head of the ResponsibleOhio campaign in support of the amendment, required each 

investor to give $2 million to the campaign to get Issue 3 on the ballot. He also hired real estate 

agents to find 10 properties capable of industrial indoor marijuana production. Cincinnati financier 

James Gould played a large role in investor recruiting.[3][4]  



The following table displays the MGCE facilities' official LLC names, common names, owners, 

locations and property sizes in acres. Nine of the 10 facilities' LLC names begin with 768, which 

spells out P-O-T on a telephone dial.[4]  

How would the Ohio marijuana industry work? 
Regulation 

The measure would create an Ohio Marijuana Control Commission to regulate industrial and 

homegrown marijuana production, the chemical content of marijuana products, retail sales and 

marijuana taxation. The commission would also act as a clearinghouse for scientific research on 

marijuana and create a marijuana innovation and business incubator in Cuyahoga County.  

 

Stores, dispensaries and manufacturing 

Retail marijuana stores would only be allowed to sell marijuana from MGCE facilities and marijuana-

infused products from licensed manufacturing facilities. Stores would not be allowed to sell 

marijuana or infused products for less than what the store paid for it.  

The total number of marijuana retail stores in Ohio would be limited by a ratio of one store for every 

10,000 Ohioans. With Ohio's population at 11,594,163 in 2014, the amendment would allow for a 

maximum of 1,159 stores.  

Marijuana stores would not be allowed to be located within 1,000 feet of a house of worship, public 

library, public or chartered elementary or secondary school, state-licensed day care center, or public 

playground. A store's location would also need to be approved by voters in the precinct in which the 

store would be located.  

Medical marijuana would only be sold by licensed not-for-profit dispensaries to individuals with a 

doctor’s note. The Ohio Marijuana Control Commission would issue regulatory rules for these 

dispensaries and fund necessary operating costs.  

Only licensed Marijuana Product Manufacturing, or MPM, facilities would be able to manufacture, 

process and package marijuana-infused products. The facilities would also be able to manufacture 

marijuana accessories and sell marijuana-infused products made only from marijuana purchased 

from licensed MGCE facilities. The control commission would regulate parts of the process such as 

the chemical content or potency of marijuana-infused products.  

 

 

 



Taxes 

Along with general business taxes, fees and assessments, marijuana production facility gross 

revenue would be taxed by a flat 15 percent rate, and marijuana retail stores would be taxed by a flat 

5 percent rate. The tax revenue would be split up in three ways:  

• 55 percent to the Municipal and Township Government Stabilization Fund 

• 30 percent to the Strong County Fund 

• 15 percent to the Marijuana Control Commission Fund 

 

What's controversial? 
After Washington and Colorado legalized marijuana in 2012, the issue has increasingly appeared on 

state ballot measures. In 2014, Alaska's Ballot Measure 2 decriminalized marijuana and Oregon's 

Measure 91 legalized recreational marijuana. With a majority of Americans now supporting 

marijuana legalization, 2016 could see a wave of marijuana-related ballot measures.[5]  

Issue 3 also became controversial due to claims that it would grant a monopoly to the producers. 

(See Ballotpedia’s analysis on the term monopoly to find out why it’s more properly called an 

oligopoly.) If approved, Issue 2 would take effect before Issue 3 and invalidate it.  

 

Also note:  ResponsibleOhio is a political PAC created to put forth this ballot issue.  

www.yeson3ohio.com 

It is not to be confused with Responsible Ohioans for Cannibis (www.responsibleohioans.org ) 

who OPPOSE Issue 9 due to the monopoly issues. 

 

Cuyahoga Country Ballot issue 8: 

Cuyahoga County’s Arts & Culture assets have brought worldwide recognition and 
economic strength to our community for more than a century.  

To protect this sector, in 2006, voters decided to provide public support for our Arts & 
Culture through a penny-and-a-half tax per cigarette. The proceeds from the levy have 
renewed, strengthened, and energized our key regional assets. 

The original levy expires in January 2017. Cuyahoga County’s Arts & Culture 
organizations cannot afford to lose this critical support. 



Voting YES on Issue 8 would not increase taxes or prices for anyone – it would be a 
simple renewal of the same tax rate for another 10 years.  Bottom Line continues a 
30Cent cigarette tax in place.  - See more at: http://voteforissue8.org/issue-
info#sthash.jtbEwcYE.dpuf 

Cuyahoga County Issue 9 – 
http://lwvgreatercleveland.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Cuyahoga-County-Ballot-Issues-8-and-9.pdf 

from: League of Women Voters (nonpartisan education group) 

Issue 9 would increase the number of committee members and recalibrate the balance 
of power. 

The executive and fiscal officer would become nonvoting members. The five voting 
members on the committee would consist of four residents with auditing experience, 
and the council president or his or her designee. The residents would be appointed by 
the executive and confirmed by council. 

 

Lakewood Ballot Issue 64 (Proposed Lakewood Charter Amendment) 

The exact language of the Charter Amendment:  

No ordinance passed by Council, exercising any legislative authority with respect to Lakewood 
Hospital, that would cause Lakewood Hospital in whole or in part, to no longer be a full time and 
full service hospital and medical facility providing, without limitation, inpatient diagnostic, 
medical, surgical, and psychiatric care for a continuous period longer than twenty-four hours, 
shall take effect until such ordinance is approved by a majority of the electors of the City of 
Lakewood at a general election. 

Important definition:  

Ohio Revised Code, a portion of which defines "elector" as "a person having the qualifications 
provided by law to be entitled to vote." 

 

Resources: 

www.Ballotpedia.org 

League of Women Voters 

Cuyahoga Board of Elections 

For an electronic copy or any further questions please Email:  Heidi Finniff at 
heidifinniff@gmail.com  


